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MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
11/6/2011 – Monthly business meeting 7PM Windham Memorial Hospital 
11/12/2011 – Special gathering to clear brush – details inside 
11/13/2011 – Fall Train show at Windham High School 
11/20/2011 – Monthly membership meeting 7PM Windham memorial Hospital 
12/4/2011 – Monthly business meeting 

 
 

 
From left to right, John Wilson-Boston Chapter NRHS Rep, 
William Wood-New England Region VP, Joseph Cerreto-
Chapter Pres., Robert Nejako-Chapter VP, Morgan Steele-
Chapter treasurer, William Jeske-Chapter National Director, 
Jeffrey Ricard-Chapter Secretary. Photo taken 1/1992 two 
months after the Charter was granted. (File Photo) 
 

 
This photo set up shows the CV S4 number 8081 on left. Next 
in the center is the Ex New Haven FL9 number 2023 and in 
the center is the finished Gallows Signal with blades and 
position lamps in position. Lighting performed by Steve Berry 
from R&R magazine. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 
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Pillar Crane Analysis 
Adrian Atkins 

     Several months back Chris Worthington 
visited the museum. He had helped the 
museum in the past when he moved a 
Caterpillar grader to the museum to grade the 
driveway. While there he spotted the pillar 
crane. The heavy casting which formed the 
base had previously been broken in several 
pieces prior to its donation to the museum. He 
thought his Dad could possibly weld the 
pieces together.  
     We met with Chris and his Dad, Butch, at 
the museum to look at the crane base. Butch is 
an experienced welding consultant and felt he 
could put it together for us. As my truck just 
happened to be handy we immediately took 
the base to his shop in Scotland. 
     In his spare time, Butch has tacked the two 
big pieces together. He told me that it isn’t 
exactly a ‘Caterpillar Grade’ casting, and that  

he is experimenting to finds the best rods to 
use during the welding process. Once this has 
been determined, the slow and tedious process 
begins. Hopefully by Spring we’ll have an 
intact casting. Once completed this will be a 
major step in the restoration of the pillar 
crane. 

 

Bridge St. Crossing Replaced 
Adrian Atkins 

     After many months of waiting for the 
necessary permits the New England Central 
Railroad (NECR) has finally installed the 
track panel that was constructed last year. It’s 
an upgrade to the bridge St. crossing which is 
where the museum entrance road is located. 
Bridge St was closed for two days while the 
work was completed. Later the State DOT 
plans to repave this area 
     The museum has benefitted in many ways 
form this work. The museum got the old 
crossing mats which we plan on using so we 
have access in this area outside of our own 
gate towards Route 66. This will help with 
fence maintenance support. Secondly, they 
also donated all the old ties. Three quarters of 
these ties appear to be useable. Lastly, the 
contractor, Knight Construction of Willington, 
CT., donated all the dirty ballast. While we 

can’t use this as ballast it will eventually find 
a nice home on our driveway surface. While 
these materials aren’t new, they will be fine as 
we plan on using them. We thank NECR and 
Knight Construction for their fine 
contributions to the museum. 
************************************* 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Leadership 
President Mark Granville 
 mfgranville@charter.net 
  860-456-3956 
Vice President Duke York 
  860-423-1878 
Treasurer Jeff Laverty 
 jeffrr@cshore.com 
  860-429-7961 
Asst-Treasurer Vacant 
Secretary Bill Robinson 
                wer384@att.net 
  860-456-4903 
National Director Ray Axelrod 
  860-228-3197 
Newsletter Editor – Bob LaMay                      
  860-228-9671 

Cermfl9@comcast.net 
  

Museum Website - 
www.cteastrrmuseum.org. 
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Monthly business meeting of the 
Connecticut Eastern Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society will be held  

at Windham Memorial Hospital on 
Sunday, November 06, 2011 @ 

7:00 PM 
Please note! If you have photos, 
short articles, or just want to make a 
comment – please forward them to: 

Robert A. LaMay - Editor 
@cermfl9@comcast.net 

 

 
Butch works on the pillar crane base as he 
determines the best way to tack-weld the heavy 
steel plate. (Adrian Atkins Photo) 

 
Crews from NECR and Knight Construction install 
panel track as part of the upgrade to the Bridge St. 
crossing. (Adrian Atkins Photo) 

 
Short time later P&W local crossed Bridge St. 
while switching cars in Willimantic, CT. 
(Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
Gettysburg GP9 number 105, ex CV number 
4548 shown at Gettysburg. (No date given) 
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Fence Trimming Time 
Adrian Atkins 

     If you have ever walked around the 
museum perimeter fence, it is quite a hike. As 
time marches on, trees and vines continue to 
try and over-run the fence line. In some areas 
trees have fallen across the fence while in 
other places the fence is completely hidden. 
As part of our security upgrading we need to 
clear the brush and vegetation back from both 
sides of the fence. 
     On Saturday, November 12th, please mark 
your calendars; we are going to start this 
project. It is the day before the train show but 
we need to get this under way. If it is rainy the 
date will be moved to 11/19/2011. As it may 
work out we will also be doing this project on 
the 19th. Heavy shoes, long sleeves, and 
gloves are a must and essential. Hand held 
snips, lopping shears and chain saws will help 
a lot. Come and help get out of the Briar 
Patch.  
    Come lunch time CERM will be providing 
the meal. At this time it is a surprise – so 
come to find out what lunch will be. This is a 
great opportunity for some of our members to 
participate. If you have any questions please 
contact Adrian at 860-423-5930. 
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
     
 
 
 

 
This is one of Tom Nanos’s night photos taken during the 
evening session. Lighting provided by Steve Berry of 
R&R magazine. (Tom Nanos Photo) 

 
Rolf Johnson performs some night spraying along the 
Air Line during the photo shoot. Lighting provided by 
Steve Berry of R&R. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
New equipment was constructed in our new storage 
area recently. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
Pit number 2 is now completed. Adrian 
and his crew did an excellent job in its 
completion. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
Bob Hassett doing some night repairs on 
Steam 10. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
Here’s an example of some of the trees along the 
fence line. (Adrian Atkins Photo) 

 
Another cluttered area needs a much needed  
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‘If I sing softly to you – will you make things a little 
smoother for me?’ (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
Carolyn Stanich on left smoothes, while Bob Hassett gets 
the secret formula ready in the mixer, and Adrian Atkins 
make sure everything is on the proper level. (Robert A. 
LaMay Photo) 

 
Duke York on left and William Buchelle discuss the next 
item in the restoration of the Central Vermont Center 
Cupola number 4052. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
In between duties Bob Hassett and Rolf 
Johnson rest prior to their next set-up. 
(Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
While discussing project with Duke York, 
William Burchelle takes some interior 
photos of the work being described. 
(Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
During the night photo shoot people had a chance 
to photograph each other during one of the set 
ups. Here’s part of the group on the excursion 
train. (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
Is Rich Cizik signaling for dinner during his talk 
with Rolf Johnson? (Robert A. LaMay Photo) 

 
The battery boxes on the SW8 have been 
sanded and repainted and the only thing we 
need now are the batteries. Soon it will run.   
(Robert A. LaMay Photo) 


