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By Robert A. LaMay
The railroad lines that emanate in and out of
Hartford, Connecticut haven't changed signifi-
cantly over a number of years. However, the
operator of these various lines has changed. For
the purposes of this paper let's consider
Hartford, Connecticut as the hub of a wheel and
the lines coming into the City are the spokes.
All of the major points of the hub, the various
lines are in current use
today. Let's look at each
point and discuss its impor-
tance to commuter rail oper-
ations.

Points North - Lines moving
northward from Hartford are
currently operated by the
National  Railroad Passenger
Corporation (Amtrak),
Connecticut Southern
Railroad and Guilford
Transportation Industries. Today passenger
trains stop at Windsor and Windsor Locks.
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entity.  The options are being reviewed and the
committee will report back with their findings
soon.

Roundhouse Paver Sales
Well, to help out with paver sales, we’ve includ-
ed a copy of the sales flier in the brochure (see
page 3).  Feel free to photocopy that page and
give it to family, friends, or just about anyone
else who would want to be immortalized in a
roundhouse paver!

Ghost Train Journal - Submissions
I guess the well ran dry, because there hasn’t
been any more submissions for material.  We’ll
try to keep this up every month, but perhaps in
the “off season” we’ll need to cut back to a more
infrequent publishing schedule.  We’ll be sure to
keep you informed.

Thanks for reading!
-Tom Nanos & Bob LaMay
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There's another line, which has been the basis
of many studies in the past. This would be the
Griffins Line, which heads northwest form
Union Station in downtown Hartford. This line
goes to Bloomfield, Connecticut. Currently this
line sees freight operations by Central New
England Railroad. It interchanges with
Connecticut Southern in Hartford and serves
local businesses along the to Bloomfield.

Another important line, which leaves the main-
line at Windsor Locks and traverses to Bradley
International Airport, serves many local indus-
tries in the area. This line is operated by the
Connecticut Southern Railroad. This is dis-
cussed in detail in the Rail Study.

There is a plan currently underway to see if
commuter rail between Springfield, Mass. and
New Haven, Conn. via Hartford would be feasi-
ble. It's called the New Haven - Hartford -
Springfield Commuter Rail Implementation
Study (called Rail Study). Wilbur Associates, a
group of engineers, planners, and economists
hired by the Connecticut Department of
Transportation, did the feasibility study. The
northern segment of the line is included within
this study.  Please visit http:/www.nhhsrail.com.

Points East - The line to the east extends to
Manchester, Connecticut and passes through the
Town of East Hartford. Today this line is oper-
ated by Connecticut Southern Railroad, which
operates freight trains on this line. Another rail-
road, Central New England operates freight
trains from the Connecticut Southern connec-
tion in East Hartford  to Enfield, Connecticut.
This lines passes through the towns of South

Windsor, Broad Brook,
Scantic, and Enfield. The
tracks support freight service
and should prove viable for
commuter operations. This sec-
tion is covered in the Rail
Study using commuter buses to
cover this area.

Points West - Amtrak's main-
line heads more in a southwest
direction once it leaves
Hartford's Union Station on its

way to New Haven, Connecticut.  Trains stop at
Kensington (New Britain), Meriden,
Wallingford, and New Haven. Guilford

From TheFrom The
Editor’s DeskEditor’s Desk

SS orry for the delay in getting this issue of
the Ghost Train Journal out to you all.
Family & work commitments got in the

way of getting this issue together.  So now that
we’re here, without further adieu, here we go!

Members’ Parking Rules
Now that we’re into our season when visitors
and volunteers alike will be visiting the muse-
um, we’d like to remind you of the parking
rules for when you come down.  If you’re com-
ing down to visit the museum either by your-
self, or with others, please park in the parking
lot outside the gate.  If you will be working at
the museum, please park behind the round-
house.  Only in the case that you need access to
your vehicle while you’re working, you can
park where you will be working.

Train Show Update!
The Spring Model Train & Die Cast Toy Show
was a great success!  Jeff Laverty reports that
the preliminary numbers puts us at over $1,000
in profit!  Thanks to everyone who helped out
to make this a success.

The “Friends of the Museum” Issue
The Membership Services Committee has
refined the possibilities for establishing a
Friends of the Museum organization.  They are:
1) No change in the current organization (i.e.no
“Friends”), 2) Create a separate group within
the current Museum corporation.  Members of
the “Friends” group would have no vote in
NRHS Chapter affairs, or 3) Re-incorporate a
new company that includes the Chapter,
Museum and Friends organizations all in one
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Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum’s

First Annual Railfan Day
Saturday June 12, 2004

Daytime Activities - 10am - 3pm
Nighttime Photo Session - 9pm

Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events

May 8 Work Day at the museum
May 15 Work Day at the Museum
May 16 Membership Meeting

DVD - Northeast Rails 2000-2002
May 22 Work Day at the museum
May 29 Work Day at the museum
Jun 5  Work Day at the museum
Jun 6 Buisness Meeting
Jun 12 Willimantic Rail Day 

Our Railfan Event



While all the above sounds great on paper, we
need to take the next stop to make commuter
rail a reality. The Rail Plan discusses in detail
how this could happen. Yes, we are operating
under very tight budget constraints; we must
not let this cause us to be short sighted.

C a p i t a l
Equipment
r e q u i r e -
ments will
require a
s i z e a b l e
investment.
To make
this choice
wisely we
should be
considered
this - To
make com-
muter rail
c o m f o r t -
able, time-
ly, and eco-
nomical we
need to take
a hard look
at the
equipment

being consid-
ered.  Let's take a hard look at what others are
doing when it comes to commuter equipment.
Should we consider hard rail, light rail, or no
rail?  Commuter rail equipment currently
emerging and should be looked at closely
comes from a company located in Ft. Lupton,
CO. 

The company Colorado Railcar has been testing
and marketing a product very successfully
around the country. This product is called a
DMU (Diesel Multiple Unit). It's the modern
day version of the old and reliable Budd built

from New Haven to Boston, Mass. via
Willimantic and Putnam. The 1955 floods did
away with much of the eastern part.

The Providence & Worcester Railroad operates
freight trains between New Haven and
Middletown and Portland, Connecticut. P&W
has recently rebuilt the Valley Line from

Middletown to Hartford. The Connecticut
Southern operates the northern end of this line
from its yard off Windsor St. to various indus-
tries in and around the regional market area.

A big plus for commuter rail would take place
when Adrian's landing is completed in 2005.
Adrian's landing is a multi-million dollar com-
plex, which will house sports coliseum, hotel,
Science museum, and other attractions. To help
alleviate traffic congestion a station could be
built next to the Adrian's landing complex.

Transportation Industries operates freight trains
from Plainville, Connecticut to Springfield,
Mass. This GTI line passes through Plainville,
and New Britain. To the west lie Bristol,
Terryville, and Waterbury. While this is an
active freight line it could support commuter
rail. It connects to the
mainline opposite
the Kensington,
C o n n e c t i c u t
Amtrak railroad
station. One of
the proposals
mentioned in the
Rail Plan is a
Busway, which
would stretch
from Union
Station in
Hartford to New
Britain.

Currently Amtrak
operates numer-
ous trains along
its New Haven -
Springfield Line
and could very
easily support
commuter opera-
tions. One of the
drawbacks that would need to be addressed is
the fact the 62% of the line is single track. To
have a smooth operation of multiple commuter
trains this second track would need to be rein-
stalled. The Rail Plan covers this item in detail.

Points South - another line heads directly south
out of Hartford. This line extends all the way to
Middletown, Connecticut. The lines pass
through Wethersfield, Rocky Hill, and
Cromwell. There's another line, which extends
from Middletown to new haven and this is the
remnants of the old Air Line that used to go
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Chapter LeadershipChapter Leadership
President Mark Granville

mfgranville@charter.net
860-456-3956

Vice President Duke York
860-423-1878

Treasurer Jeff Laverty
jeffrr@cshore.com
860-429-7961

Secretary Bill Robinson
billrobinson@charter.net
860-456-4903

National Director Ray Axelrod
860-228-3197

Ghost Train JournalGhost Train Journal
Editor in Chief Tom Nanos

webmaster@railfanzone.com
860-729-0955

Editor Bob LaMay
cermfl9@aol.com
860-228-9671

Ghost Train Journal Publication Schedule
Committee & Department News Deadline:

Monthly Membership Meeting (3rd Sunday)
Member’s Submissions:

Monthly Membership Meeting (3rd Sunday)
Mailing to Members:

First Thursday after the next Business Meeting
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M.O.W Story Continued

The next scheduled meeting ofThe next scheduled meeting of
the Connecticut Easternthe Connecticut Eastern

Chapter, Chapter, 
National Railway HistoricalNational Railway Historical

Society will be atSociety will be at
Windham Community Memorial Hospital Windham Community Memorial Hospital 

112 Mansfield Ave., Willimantic, CT 112 Mansfield Ave., Willimantic, CT 
on Sunday, May 16th @ 7:00 PM.on Sunday, May 16th @ 7:00 PM.

Please note: The monthly business
meeting will be held at the same
location on the first Sunday of the
month. 

All members are welcome and
encouraged to attend! 

Museum Membership Meeting Entertainment

May 2004 - Some armchair railfanning with a showing of Broken Knuckle Video Production’s DVD Northeast Rails 2000-2002.  This program
covers three more years of great railroad action in the Northeast, with most of the focus going to the lines in Southern New England & Eastern
New York State.  We’ll be playing a portion of the 2 hour DVD.  Many other railroad videos (in both DVD and VHS format) can be purchased
at the Broken Knuckle website - www.bkvp.com.  Thanks to Ken Buckman, owner of BKVP, for allowing us to show this video.

June 2004 - TBA

Have any suggestions for entertainment at the Membership Meetings?  Drop us a line and let us know, we’ll look into it and try to
arrange it!

RDC (Rail Diesel Car). It was called the Budd
Car.  The DMU can operate singly or in multi-
ple units, as did the Budd Car. DMU's can serve
the same purpose and much more. The
economies of scale favor the DMU much more
than the traditional diesel hauled passenger
train. Budd tried in the 1980's to bring back the
Budd Car in the form of the SPV2000. This was
a self-propelled vehicle that would serve into
the year 2000. Due to its cost and reliability
problems they never operated on their own.
Currently all remaining SPV2000 that exist
today were rebuilt into cab car and coaches and
can be seen in service along the Connecticut
shoreline.

The DMU has lot to offer. It comes in single
level low floor or bi-level low floor models. An
optional dome roof and be ordered. Here are
some quick comparisons; a diesel locomotive
weighs 150 tons and consumes 2 to 3 gallons
per mile. ON a 60 mile round trip the fuel con-
sumed would equal 120-180 gallons. Using the
DMU on the same trip, the DMU would con-
sume 30 to 40 gallons or an incredible savings
of 90 to 120 gallons. Look at the facts, the
DMU produces 1,200 hp and weighs 87.5 tons.
Its also very clean, quiet, efficient, and can pull
an additional 2 commuter coaches. It meets all
the FRA and ADA requirements.

In closing, the DMU with is weight advantage
and excellent fuel economy, could very easily
prove to be a real plus in helping to make
Hartford a commuter rail hub.


